PhD in Human Rights

CENTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Program Description
The Center for Human Rights Studies (CHR), one of the constituent units
of the College of Law and Governance Studies, is a human rights institute
engaged in teaching, research and community services in an
interdisciplinary setting. Initially, the program was designed as a joint
program in Peace, Federalism and Human Rights in collaboration with
the Center for Federal Studies and the Institute of Peace and Security
Studies. Since its launch in 2011, the Center enrolled 11 PhD students (in
three rounds) who are now at various levels of doctoral studies.
In meeting with the spirit of Article 66 of the AAU Senate Legislation, the
Center for Human Rights has reorganized the PhD program. The newly
redeveloped program was launched in 2017.

Objectives of the Program
The Center strives to meet the needs of national development through
the provision of independent researches of high international caliber
pursued in accordance with recognized scientific and ethical principles
in the field of human rights.
The new program platform shall provide well-planned teaching and
learning package and shall have the objective of qualifying candidates for
research and other works requiring focused, rigorous and high levels of
scientific insight and analytical thinking in the field of interdisciplinary
human rights.
In specifics, the advanced teaching and research pursued within the
framework of the program will:
Instill highly specialized knowledge and analytical skills in
interdisciplinary human rights that help students in carrying
out scholarly analysis and in reviewing new and complex
phenomena, issues and situations autonomously;
Equip students with sophisticated competence in the field of
human rights – enabling them to identify, present and discuss
issues critically;
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Develop in students the ability to make significant
contribution to the formation of knowledge through
dissertation and discus subjects authoritatively on issues of
relevance in the national and international contexts; and
Facilitate new scientific knowledge that can be employed in
academic settings as well as in broader national settings of
policy and practical needs of the country in the field of
human rights.

Coursework & Program Duration
The PhD program shall include an educational component of courseworks constituted in 42 ECTS.
The educational components shall provide an education of high
academic standard and include training in the dissemination of
academic knowledge, introduction to research ethics, the philosophy of
science and scientific methods. The program offers modules that may
not necessarily be related to the dissertation topics on which students
work but contribute to their overall competence in understanding
foundational principles and theories of relevance and research.
In line with the University’s Senate Legislation, all seminars provided as
part of the PhD education shall be modular and offered in block
teaching.
A student must obtain a minimum CGPA of 3.00 on completion of
course-works. The completion of all course-works during Year I of the
program is not absolute prerequisite for students to proceed to the
defense of dissertation proposal or the writing of PhD thesis which, as a
rule, shall start after the first year. The CHRS shall decide on exceptions
to be made, including the duration within which unfinished courseworks shall be completed.
The educational components shall normally be carried out at Addis
Ababa University. But the CHRS may recognize courses, seminars and
other academic activities undertaken at accredited institutions outside
Addis Ababa University. The CHRS decides such components to be
recognized and the type of documentation requirements that would
apply.
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Each PhD student must complete the mandatory modules and one of
the four optional modules offered in the program as a precondition for
earning a degree.
The PhD Degree shall be conferred after a successful completion of:
• The programs’ educational component;
• The doctoral dissertation, and
• Doctoral examination.
A doctoral examination consists of the trial lecture and public defense
of the dissertation. The general examination requirements of Addis
Ababa University shall apply in relation to the educational component
of the PhD program.
The PhD program shall afford applicants the opportunity to choose
from and write dissertations on a wide range of subject-related
streams. The CHRS may each year determine the specific subject-areas
that shall be open for application, while the proposed topic of an
applicant’s doctoral thesis and higher educational background also
influence one’s chances of admission.
The minimum ECTS requirement under the AAU Senate Legislation is
28.

Teaching Methodology
Without prejudice to special modalities established under each module
framework (above), the teaching methodology in the PhD Program
focuses on active student participation, and interactive and
independent learning process. It mainly involves the following
methods: ‘Lectures’ where particular topics are presented in a
classroom setting; ‘seminars’ where discussions or special sessions of
interest are conducted; ‘tutorials’ where small supervised group
meetings are pursued with a possibility of feedbacks; ‘projects’ where
students are afforded the opportunity to work individually or in groups
on particular topics under supervision; ‘workshops’ involving students
in the practical application of skills and techniques with some elements
of teaching; and ‘guided independent studies’ where students pursue
and prepare for scheduled sessions, own readings and practices.
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All modules shall be offered through ‘intensive block-teaching’ whose
duration ranges from two to three weeks. All activities relating to the
module including lectures, discussions, tutorials, projects and student
assessments shall be completed within such timeframe.
To ensure intensity and focus, students will generally be required to
take only one module at a time.

Assessment & Grading
Without prejudice to particular module assessment modalities specified
under each module framework (above) and in relation to thesis
evaluations (below), the Module Assessment and Grading Scheme in the
PhD Program shall follow the University’s guideline and be informed by
the need for ensuring that students would be able to demonstrate what
they know, understand or can do– with clearer link between the modes
of teaching and assessment. It should also be based upon a range of
evidence appropriate to the learning activity dictated in each human
rights module, and must lead to the identification of the stated goals
and targets, and enable students to gain credits for their attainments.
In such context, all modules shall employ the continuous assessment
method in evaluating the performance of students. Students may be
appraised through a combination of assignments, reading notes,
reflection papers, group and individual projects and written
examinations.
Students’ mastery of each module is achieved on completion of the
module and achieving a pass-grade.
As a precondition for earning the PhD degree, each student must
complete the programs’ educational components (i.e., the mandatory
and optional modules) and conclude and successfully defend his/her
doctoral dissertation (the trial lecture and public defense). The general
examination requirements of Addis Ababa University shall apply in
relation to the educational component of the PhD program.

4

Graduation Requirements
As a precondition for earning the PhD degree, each student must
complete the programs’ educational components (i.e., the mandatory
and optional modules) and conclude and successfully defend his/her
doctoral dissertation (the trial lecture and public defense). The general
examination requirements of Addis Ababa University shall apply in
relation to the educational component of the PhD program.

Graduation Requirements
PhD Graduates of the Interdisciplinary Program in Human Rights can
follow a wide variety of career paths in academia, public sectors and
private practices after leaving the Center for Human Rights. On
completion, graduates will possess skills, knowledge and attitudes
required to:
Pursue advanced human rights research, teaching and
practice in interdisciplinary settings, and will service a wide
range of institutions including the government and other
universities;
Engage in highly focused, independent and refined
application of human rights interfacing with criminal justice,
poverty, development, discrimination, urban planning, rule
of law, and environmental protection issues;
Understand international and regional discourses on human
rights in greater rigor, and contextualize and embed such
thoughts into the constitutional, political, economic and
policy commitments of the State of Ethiopia in the field.
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